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Introduction

Dear Friend,

Almost all Gedolim letters regarding
vaccinations have stated that everyone
must get vaccinated as a chiyuv in halachah.

SECTION 1
This section provides Gedolim letters supporting
vaccinations.

SECTION 2

This section provides the reasons in rabbinical
letters that do not state that people must vaccinate.
In this section, I teach the fundamental principles
of medical science, show yet another example of the
Torah’s eternal wisdom, and provide the positions of
medical doctors.

SECTION 3
This section provides articles from frum publications
regarding vaccinations.

Hatzlachah,
Kasriel (Richard) H. Roberts, M.D., Ph.D.
Lakewood, NJ
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Gedolim Lelters

ection 1 Supporting Vaccinations

Rabbi Aaron M. Schechter 0OV YN JINR

o"ywn 1703 ™
November 21, 2018

“We've been advised by our doctors that any person without up to date
vaccinations should refrain from being in the Yeshiva community.”

The only exception is for someone who cannot be vaccinated due to a true
medical reason.

Someone having a shitah against being vaccinated is not an exception and

needs to comply with the above rule. K
; 39
')L)Q A R

A Statement on Immunizations

Av 5769 / August 2009
Mesivta Yeshiva Rabbi Chaim Berlin | 1605 Coney Iiland

We the undersigned physicians, Rabbonim, school principals, and community leaders hold firmly that all

= | medically eligible children and adults should receive immunizations against dangerous and life-threatening
diseases in accordance with the universal recommendations of medical authorities in the United States and
worldwide.

It is a medical fact that the national universal immunization program in the U.S. has drastically reduced
the hundreds of thousands of cases of dangerous and life-threatening diseases that occurred every year prior to
the institution of the program, including diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, polio, measles, hepatitis, congenital
rubella, chicken pox, pneumonia and meningitis. At the same time, immunizations have been under constant
surveillance and study to ensure their safety by governmental agencies and private concerns throughout the U.S.
and the world.

Immunizations are effective due to two mechanisms. First, immunizations directly help to protect an
individual against diseases. Second, immunizations indirectly protect an individual by reducing the number of
people who “carry” disease-causing organisms, thus reducing an individual’s exposure to such organisms within
the community.

Children who are not immunized are potential carriers of the very organisms that they were not immunized
against—they are potential rodefim because they may expose others to grave risk, especially under immunized
children, immunocompromised people (i.e. children or adults who have chronic conditions or are undergoing
chemotherapy), and the elderly. It is irresponsible to withhold immunizations from one’s child and thus place
one’s child as well as others at risk of contracting dangerous and life-threatening diseases.

While we recognize that no medical treatment or procedure is completely without risk, the risks of not
immunizing one’s child far outweigh the risks of immunizing. It is our position that sharing these risks equally to
protect the klal is a communal responsibility. It is selfish to expect others to bear any risk of immunizing, no
matter how minor, while taking advantage of the community-wide immunization that protects one’s own
unimmunized child.

For these reasons, we believe that all parents have the responsibility to immunize their children and
themselves, and that it is incumbent on the leadership of the klal to ensure that all children are immunized and
that vulnerable individuals are protected against potential carriers of disease. While parents may be entitled to
withhold vaccinations from their own children, the community has a right and obligation to protect itself from
potential danger.

In such, we believe that school administrators, daycare providers and others caring for children have the
right and moral responsibility to screen children for immunization status and exclude medically eligible,
unimmunized children from schools, daycare groups, or any other public venue in which such potential carriers
may expose vulnerable individuals. Finally, we believe that, until daycare immunization screening is instituted,
parents who do not immunize their children have the moral responsibility to communicate this fact to their
children’s daycare providers so that other parents can make informed decisions to shield their children from risk.

'FOI!.'J]. aNwr 2N AUNTAIIND APV 3TN VoD TNINY 2N A0t Anw 270
Rav Yisroel Belsky Rav Yaakov Forchheimer Rav Shmuel Fuerst Ray Shlomo Gissinger
Y'an'an avn aan ITP)'B 9xMaa a0 |12 DI AnnY 30 172711 nin'nn TIY)

Rav Moshe Rabbinowitz Rav Gavriel Finkel ~ Rav Simcha Bunim Cohen (Twm prn iy A"t
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Chicago Rabbanim on the

Urgency to Vaeeinate

oy
Mewaenber 13, 2018

Dear mambaers of the Chicago Jewish community:

There has recently béen a Meadhis outheedk wi frum commasnitees in Brasl, New York and New
Jeriey. Meailed it 8 Lehgat snd vty contiious dipedie that 2an chuse Sericud dineis of death.

W have been inlormed by medical expevis in Bhe comenussty inchading Dr. Dow Shapiro and
Dr. Martsn Borensiein, among mary oihevs) that Meashes can be spresd by an infected
andivcual for up b0 four days befone the appesnance of the rash and can $hil be spread two
howi after an infected individiual leaves the room.

The best protecton Aginit & Veadhes outbresk 8 vaconaton, However, sven indenidual who
have bt wdecinated sre 31 rigk 1o conbract the deiease if they are sapoted tosndnaduals who
are carmysng the desease.

Theredore, failue to vacoinme endangeri not only one’s own famly but alse endangeri olher

beers, of e wly, wined b5 proole apé and vaconation i oaky 95% - 3TH
elfective, 56 truly everyone 18 at risk during a Meashes outbreak. For medstally wulnerable
Jwwash childr e amd adults, ancladeng wlants, the i upp d, and inidredudly fecPvng
trewiment for cancer, Measles can be etpecially e threatening.

Accordingly, wir would ke b2 state the following:

L. Rismoambsent wpon all members of the commusnity 1o endune that they and ther
children recewe the Meaabes vaccination.  Even lor thede not snchned 1o vaconate, e
& required of them based on the principle of X800 KNG MVEN. bn addibon, thene i
an cblgation 1o vaconme baied on the mandate of DX RegDly Tan GRADYIL

2. Mobody has the right 1o endanger othirs by not vaccnating ther chaldren, This isa
wolatson of W 07 T TN K. Futhermore, dunag a teme of 3 Measles cotbreak,
expasing others 16 an urvactinated indwidual s egurralent 1o an act of 517,

3. Weurge all schools, playgroups and shuls 1o ban any cheld or adull wha Bas not been
vaccinated. Ths is nitbung Ieid than & matter of W) gD,

Pasents are urged to contact e primary chre physicaas or local Beard of Health 1o obtan the
mecesiary MV vao0inatin i $50n % potidile,

Sancerely.

M 'wtw-T’

Rabis Shenuel Fusist
Daryan of Aguduth Yeroel of Bincis

% -
Moo
Ay Bath Dun, Checigo Rabberscal Council

P.5. Any parent who reluses b0 vaczinate thest child must notdfy 3 parests ia that child's
plaveong of clivs, &3 well a4 the parents of any of ther ehalds friends,

Toronto Rabbanim on the Halachie Obligation
to Vaccinate Children

NP R T

We. the Rabbonim of the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), would like to communicate our
position regarding the v ionfi ization of child i

in our ty.
Halacha relies upon the opinion of physicians and public health authorities coneerning
matters of health. The consensus of medical evidence supports the vaceination of
children in accordance with the established childhood i ion schedule. in order
to protect them from illness and disease. Accordingly. the position of major Poskim.
including those of our community. supports the vaccination of children according to
the Ontario Publicly Funded Immunization Schedule.

We hereby state that there is a halachic obligation on parents to vaccinate their
healthy children on the timetable recommended by their pediatrician and/or family
physician.

Rabbi Yoir Adler, Shoavai Mayim

Rabbi Amram Assavag, Sephardic Kehila Centre
Rabbi Messod Azoulay, Magen David

Rabbi Arraham Barifeld, Bais Dor Yosef

Rabbi Yisroel Bollag, Kollel Oholei Yom Tov
Rabbi Chanoch Ehrentreu, Kellel Toronto

Rabbi Chaim D. Kulik, Zichron Yitzchak
Rabbi Yisroel Landa, Beth Chabad Israeli
Rabbi Rafi Lipner, Shaarei Tefila

Rabbi Moshe M. Lowy, Agudas Yisroel
Rabbi Yirmiva Milevsky, Bnai Torah
Rabbi Shlomo Miller, Kollel Toronto

HaGaon HaRav Zilberstein,
Ba’adani, Rosenberg, Klein
and Lubin state:
“Whoever isn’'t vacecinated
is a murderer!”

Below is a translation of the Poskei Eretz Yisrael
document on the facing page

Rabbi Yacor Felder, Shomrai Shabbos

Rabbi Yehoshua Fuhrer, Bobor

Rabbi Ovadia Haboucha, Kol Torah

Rabbi Binvomin Greenbaum, Tehillah L'Dovid
Rabbi Yaakor Hassan, Kollel Yismach Moshe
Rabbi Yaakor M. Hirschman, Kollel Toronto

Rabbi Mordechai Kanner, Bais Hamedrash Kol Yaakor

Rabbi Yossel Kanofsky, Kehillar Shaarei Torah
Rabbi Mendel Kaplan, Chabad Flaminge

Rabbi Uri Kaufman, Agudas Yisroel Anshei Kielee
Rabbi Yaakor Kaufman, Tehilos Yisroel

Rabbi Daniel Korobkin, BAYT

Rabbi Yisroel Muller, Kollel Rais Avrohom Dovid
Rabbi Kalman Ochs, Toras Emes

Rabbi Yehuda Oppenheinter, Marlee Shul
Rabbi Yoseph Oziel, Petah Tikea

Rabbi Dovid Pam, Zichron Shneur

Rabbi Mordechai Scheiner, Kollel Ohr Yosef
Rabbi Dovid Schochet, Chabad Lubaviteh
Rabbi Raphael Shmulewitz, Tiferes Yaokor
Rabbi Chaim Strauchler. Shaarei Shomayvim
Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner, YU Kollel
Rabbi Yehoshua Weber, Machzikei Hadas
Rabbi Elivahu Zrihen, Keter Torah

With the aid of Heaven,
Motzoei Shabbos Parshas Chayei Sarah 5779

Obligation to Vaccinate to Prevent Measles

In light of the spreading measles, children who
have not been vaccinated should be vaccinated
immediately as the Doctors have instructed.

Dr. Breier Menachem Chaim
Medical Director Mayanei Hayeshua Hospital

Dr. M. Harris,
Pediatrician Valarov

Dr. Chaim Yisroel Stern
Internal Medicine Specialist
Dept. Director Mayanei Hayeshua

The Opinion of the Great Poskim shlita
on the Obligation to Vaccinate
to Prevent Measles.

It is stated in Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 336:

“The Torah authorizes doctors to heal and it is a
commandment, and it is included in the obligation
of pikuach nefesh [life saving] and if one
refrains from it, then it is murder.

Provided that his heart is toward heaven and
knows that true healing is from Him, and
should not assume that all depends on the potion
(Yad Avraham ibid)

Yitzchak Zilberstein
Shimon Baadani
and it is an absolute obligation
Sariel Rosenberg
Moshe Shaul Klein
Menachem Mendel Lubin

6 - Gedolim Letters on Vaccinations // June 2019
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HaGaon HaRav Elyashiv, zt'l

and HaGaon HaRav Kanievsky
Rule that Immunizations are

Obligatory

Below is a translation of the letter sent by Rabbi Morgenstern
to Rabbi Kanarek of Lakewood, regarding Rav Elyashiv’s psak
concerning vaccination, as seen on the opposite page.

To the honorable Rabbi Shlomo Kanarek, shlita
Administrator of institutions in the city of Lakewood, NJ

In response to your honor’s inquiry regarding the opinion of my Rav and
Mentor Our Master, Halachic Posek of the Generation, HaGaon Rav Yosef
Shalom Elyashiv, ob’m regarding receiving vaccinations to prevent diseases:

At the time, I presented the sides of the matter and after deliberation he ruled
that it is an obligation to receive these vaccinations, and likewise he said that
it is upon communal institutions not to permit anyone who is not vaccinated
to stay within the community because he could bring harm to them.

And here, the measles disease may cause loss of life or brain damage r”], in
relatively very high percentages, likewise whoever is infected with this dis-
ease is unaware about it for many days after, and during those days he may
infect anyone who comes into contact with him, in the home or in school
etc. Therefore, besides the personal obligation to avoid danger and harm,
there is also an obligation on each individual not to harm others, and if
he doesn’t vaccinate and infects others, besides the disease itself that causes
pain and suffering etc, but is also endangering their lives 1’1 or endangering
them with brain damage r”], and if he doesn’t care about himself, how is it
that he won't have compassion on infants, children and adults, when his re-
fraining could be the cause of homicide or severe disability to his close ones
and friends? (It seems that there is a mistake for those who deem this matter
as “not standing by the blood of your neighbor,” that is not correct. Not only
is he “standing by” and not saving, he is rather being harmful himself.)

With blessings of the Torah and with a prayer that Hashem should take away
from our people all illness and all sorrow.

At the bottom of the letter I will note a few important findings in regard to mea-
sles that is rampant, may Hashem save us.

The vaccination is known for over 50 years and is considered to be one the most
reliable and secure and there is no concern of any harm, except for a light rash
and fever that might appear during the week after the vaccination. There is no
evidence of the appearance of any long term effects as a result of the vaccine.

The effectiveness of the vaccine is very high after receiving two doses of im-
munization up to 97% from getting infected with the disease.

On the other hand, thousands of people young and old die each year from
measles, mostly in countries where they don't receive these vaccines.

The dangers of the disease are: 1 out of 4 children infected with measles were
hospitalized with pneumonia or dehydration.

1 of every 1,000 children infected with measles got encephalitis (swelling of
the brain). Swelling of the brain could cause irreparable brain damage. 1-2 of
every 1,000 children infected with measles dies from the disease.

A person exposed to a measles patient has a 90% danger to become infected.

There is no cure for measles, only a reliable secure vaccine is able to prevent
infection.

8 - Gedolim Letters on Vacecinations // June 2019

Below is an email from Rabbi Akiva Tatz regarding the psak of
Rav Elyashiv and Rav Kanievsky regarding immunization.

From: Tatz

Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2018 8:23 PM
To: Richard H. Roberts, M.D., Ph.D.
Subject: Re: Rich Roberts

Dear Dr. Roberts,
Thank you for your email.

In response to your request for me to tell you what |
heard from Rabbi Eliashiv ztzl and recently from Rabbi
Chaim Kanievsky shlita:

When | was in medical practice in Israel | asked Rabbi
Eliashiv about a family who did not want to immunize
their children. Rabbi Eliasahiv told me to tell them that
standard immunizations are obligatory. | then asked Rabbi
Eliasahiv if the reason he said that was because it is not
fair for a person who does not want to be immunized to
rely on the community immunity that results from every-
one else being immunized, and he said no - the reason is
that it is normal to be immunized and one is obliged to do
what is normal (he then pointed out that children are im-
munized across the world, even in developing countries,
and that makes it normal and standard).

| recently asked a colleague who is a senior ophthalmic
surgeon in Bnei Brak to ask Rabbi Kanievsky for his opin-
ion on immunization. My colleague told me that Rabbi
Kanievsky told him that it is a clear and definite obliga-
tion. My colleague then asked what should be done with
parents who do not immunize their children and Rabbi
Kanievsky said that they should be strongly corrected.
(My colleague also told me that Rabbi Kanievsky’s grand-
children are immunized).

| hope this information is relevant to you.
Very best wishes and have a wonderful Pesach.

Akiva Tatz, MD.
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Rav Malkiel Kotler greeting Rav Moshe

-

Rav Moshe Sternbuch on Hala;chic

-3 Sternbuch at Beth Medrash Govoha,
F i I in Lakewood, N.].

Requirement to Vaccinate

TheYeshivaWorld.com, November 27, 2018

The following translation was done by Rabbi Yair Hoffman from
the original letter, which appears below.

B’Ezras Hashem
18th of Kislev, 5779

To the Honorable Rosh Yeshiva of Lakewood,
HaGaon HaGadol HaRav Aryeh Malkiel Kotler, Shlita,

This [letter] is in further discussion regarding the matter his

Talmud Torah.

RAV MALKIELS VIEW
According to his [Rabbi Kotler’s] words, on account of this,
there are thousands of children in the New York and sur-

rounding area that are sitting in their homes. This is because :

their parents are refusing to vaccinate them on account of a
. from the illness - this would be considered Pikuach Nefesh in

. order to allow a hatzalah for life-threatening circumstances.

concern that the vaccination itself may be harmful to the child.

THE ADMINISTRATORS’ VIEW
On the other hand, the administrations of the Talmud Torahs
refuse to accept these students the entire time that they remain

cause the spread of measles throughout the Talmud Torah.

According to his [Rabbi Kotlers] view, “This is improper,

since there is substance to the view that the vaccine may
‘ a shinui].

be damaging. There is also the matter that according to his
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[Rabbi Kotler’s] words, there are Gedolei Torah that agree

. with the view that parents cannot be forced to vaccinate”

: RAV STERNBUCH’S PREVIOUS LETTER
Now regarding this issue, I have written a responsa regarding
¢ that which is pertinent to Eretz Yisroel. The matter is depen-
. dent upon time and place. I have not come to rule on the
. issue regarding America. That is dependent upon the rulings
of the sages of that place. Nonetheless, in a number of aspects
honor [Rav Malkiel Kotler Shlita] discussed with me on the :
telephone about the decision of the American Menahelim of :
ks pre L et L are unvaccmatec? Wth the © Regarding the measles epidemic that has spread here, to the
Measles vaccine (MMR) from entering and studying in the | .
: point where close to two thousand ill people have contracted
. the disease in the past year, may Hashem have mercy. Now
: according to the research of the physicians that was present-
ed to me, out of every thousand people that contract measles
i one or two will actually die.

we may extrapolate from here [Eretz Yisroel] to there. I will
copy here the letter that I wrote in regard to Eretz Yisroel.

It would appear that under such circumstances, where it was
demonstrably proven that one out of every thousand dies

SOURCE

The heart of the issue is apparent from the words of the Mag-
unvaccinated. This is on account of the danger that they will gid Mishna ‘((Shabbos 7 m the Mogain Avro-

: hom 330:3. “Even though not even one in a thousand wom-
¢ en in labor pass away during a birth, nonetheless, a woman

© in labor is considered as a dangerously ill person to violate

Shabbos. [It is just that ideally, one should only violate it with

Continued on Page 12
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Rav Sternbuch

Continued from page 10

OTHER POSKIM THAT CONSIDER 1 IN 1,000
PIKUACH NEFESH

Similarly, we find regarding prohibitions [where the concept
¢ to life it is considered Pikuach Nefesh to force the parents to

© vaccinate their children [similarly, even the parents of vacci-

of bitul is for some reason inapplicable], that we are con-
cerned for a very remote possibility — even if it is only one in

a thousand (See Rashi, Bava Metziah 6b “Kulam.). A matter
¢ are not vaccinated not be allowed to enter the Talmud Torah

: together with their children, as will be explained later.]

that involves danger is more serious than a matter that in-
volves a prohibition.

If so, regarding matters of life and death — where we do not
a remote possibility of one in a thousand.

POSKIM THAT CONSIDER 1 in 1000 REMOTE

of the position] that a one in a thousand possibility does not

forbidden to kill a rodent on Shabbos even when there is a con-

common, and he can always cover the food. Also, the chance
that it is dangerous in the food is one in a thousand. It is similar-
ly explained in the responsum of Rabbi Akiva Eiger (Vol. I #60)
that even if there is substantial pain and agony, and that there is

life-threatening situation or possible life-threatening situation —
this is not considered Pikuach Nefesh. The Chazon Ish zt’] has

which to violate Shabbos. They will then come to work on Shab-
doing so because of Pikuach Nefesh.

RESOLUTION
We must, therefore, distinguish between the situations as follows:

That which the Mogain Avrohom and Rabbi Akiva Eiger have
written, that one in a thousand is not considered even a pos-

sible Pikuach Nefesh is in regard to whether we consider the
remote one in a thousand chance that it will “enter into a :
dangerous situation” - as the wording of Rabbi Akiva Eiger :
not to follow the majority is just in order to save life - and
ation” However, when the danger is clearly present before :
us — where we have cases of mortality of one in a thousand :
~ like a woman giving birth - it is proper to be concerned

indicates — “that it will develop into a life-threatening situ-

12 « Gedolim Letters on Vaccinations // June 2019

: for a remote possibility and it is treated like possible Pikuach
Nefesh (See further what we have written on this in Teshuvos
¢ v'Hanhagos Volume V #399).

APPLICATION TO HERE
i If so, here too, where there are before us situations where on

account of a failure to vaccinate they arrived at true danger

nated children are permitted to demand that children who

. MEASLES CAN DAMAGE LUNGS AND BRAIN

follow a majority - it is worthwhile to be concerned even for T ould further appear that even without & concernilof

the mortality rate of measles, the doctors testify that mea-

sles will at times cause damage to internal organs [where

: it can cause brain infections and lung infections that cause

On the other hand, we do find a number of Poskim [that are permanent damage to breathing.] I remember that I heard

: from the Brisker Rav zt’l on that which is explained in the
qualify enough to be a danger upon which one would violate the :

Shabbos. As the Mogain Avrohom 316:23 has written — that itis :

Gemorah, that one must do a hatafas dam bris Metzitzah on
Shabbos because without this there is a danger to the child.

© He was asked how nowadays where it was proven medically

cern that it will fall into the food. For this is a matter thatisnot : that there is no danger or Pikuach Nefesh in leaving out the

Metzitzah it should be forbidden on Shabbos. He explained
. that Pikuach Nefesh also involves long term weaknesses
: that can cause weaknesses in the future, and here too with

. a strong attack of measles, this illness can cause damage to

a remote one in a thousand possibility that it will develop into a the internal organs. At times this will not be noticed imme-

. diately, only after several years. On account of this concern,

: parents have the right to demand that those children who are

already warned about this in his letters (Teshuvos and Ksavim : ¢ vaccinated not study with their own children.

#48), that we should not too quickly declare Pikuach Nefesh for :

every remote possibility — for if so you give a supportive hand : Even though there are some individual doctors who claim

to the derelicts — who will constantly find a remote concern in : that the vaccine can damage the child, since the overwhelm-

i ing majority of doctors hold that vaccines do not damage at
bos for purposes of making a living and will say that they are all, we are not to follow the tiny fraction of a minority of doc-
: tors who claim that vaccines damage (even though in general
in safek Pikuach Nefesh cases we do not follow the majority in

i cases of medical opinions as is explained in Shulchan Aruch

OC 618:4) because here it is different in that if we follow the

. minority view, we are endangering others according to the
© majority view of the doctors. On the other hand, if we follow
: the view of the majority of doctors, we will be endangering

people according to the view of the minority of doctors. In
such a situation where on each side there is Pikuach Nefesh,
we must certainly follow the majority. For the entire reason

there is no “greater saving” here if we follow the minority
view. Thus the halacha goes back to following the majority
like in all other Torah cases where we follow the majority.

Continued on Page 14
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Rav Sternbuch

Continued from page 12

Therefore it is clear that the father MAY NOT prevent his
child from being vaccinated and to cause him to enter a sit-

uation that is Pikuach Nefesh according to the majority of :

medical opinion. Certainly here, where refraining from vac-

cinating a child causes damage to others. For on account of :
. Hashem - a desecration of the Name for they give power to
heretics and derelicts to make fun of Chareidim, for the epi-
¢ demic is specific to religious communities, and they claim that
. our religion is not concerned for loss of life — during a time

It would seem further that the parents of vaccinated children © when the opposite is true — that our Holy Torah is concerned

can demand that those children that are not vaccinated not for every aspect of Pikuach Nefesh.

his not vaccinating his child he is causing the epidemic to
spread further not only for his child but for others who can
get sick from his child.

be allowed to enter into schools together with their children.
For as it is known this disease is very communicable. The

vaccination itself cannot completely prevent the spread of it
¢ father to vaccinate his children to prevent spread of the dis-

[there remains a 3 percent chance of infection even after vac-

cination]. The children that are not vaccinated do not have :
a right to endanger the vaccinated children and to expose :
them to the disease - even though the mortal danger to them :
is remote and minimal, since there is a small chance that they :
can become sickened by the disease. The parents have the :
right to demand that their children not be exposed to the

illness even with no mortal danger.

We find similar to this in regard to the smoking of cigarettes.
There the Halacha is clear that smokers are NOT PERMIT-

TED to smoke cigarettes in a public place since they damage
the rest of the public that do not smoke. Even though there :
are some individuals that claim that smoke does not cause :
. Divrei Chachomim will know no evil.

damage, nonetheless, they do not have the right to force the
public to follow the minority medical opinion. Here too,
since the majority of doctors hold that they should vaccinate,

minority view of doctors that hold not to vaccinate. Rather,
the public can demand to fulfill the halachic obligation of
Pikuach Nefesh to follow the view of the majority of doctors.
It comes out that even the administrations of the schools are

not obligated to accept a child that did not vaccinate — since

14 - Gedolim Letters on Vaecinations // June 2019

. it is dangerous [to do so] and against the desires of the par-
. ents who are concerned for harm.

And while it is true that perhaps from the perspective of a lofty
i level of Bitachon a person may be permitted to rely on the Holy

One Blessed Be He and not vaccinate (if he is truly on that

high level of faith in Hashem in all of his matters), but Bita-

chon is only in matters that are between him and his Master,

. but in a place where he is liable to bring others into a state of
© danger - he is not permitted to endanger others. Rather, he
is obligated to function in the manner of the halacha of sav-
. ing lives. Therefore, the administrations of the schools should
¢ conduct themselves in the manner of Torah and they may de-
mand that the students who have not been vaccinated not be
: admitted into Yeshiva. And even though the Talmud Torah of

Tinokos shel Bais Rabban is most serious, for we do not abolish

the study of Tashbar even for the building of the Bais HaMik-

dash — nonetheless, here where there is a concern for danger
- even a remote danger — they do not have the right to cause a
danger to others. And even though that there is in this a Chilul

. In conclusion, since it is proven that vaccines are effective to

prevent the spread of disease, it is an obligation upon every

ease — as is the law of the Torah to follow the majority view of
experts. Certainly here, where the view of the overwhelming
majority of doctors and the boards of health is that one should
vaccinate, certainly then the administrations of the schools
may demand that those children that were not vaccinated not
enter into the Talmud Torah.

All our words here apply to Eretz Yisroel, but that which is
. relevant to America, the Rabbis and Admorim there should
: judge it, and they should listen to the opinion of the doctors

and follow the law of the Torah. Their intent is for the sake
of Heaven to clarify the Halacha and they will have Divine
assistance, and one who observes the Mitzvah to listen to

I'am involved in communal needs and I therefore shortened my

N N iitted 1o force the public to rely on the words, the intelligent thinker will understand and add a lesson.

© His friend who desires his good welfare and who anticipates
: much Divine mercy, and may He fulfill within us, “And I

shall remove all illness from within your midst”

[Rav] Moshe Sternbuch
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Section 2

Gedolim Lelters
AGAINST Vaccinations

A. Rabbinical Letters Against Vaccinations

I am not aware of any rabbinical letters that instruct
people to not get vaccinated. There are two letters, sup-
posedly signed by members of a small group of rab-
bis which was part of the second PEACH publication,
which tried to stop schools from excluding unvacci-
nated children. The following are excerpts from those
two letters representing all of their positions. I respect-
fully present some information that perhaps these rab-
bis did not have when they signed these letters.

. Rabbinical Letters — “The benefits and risks of
vaccination is a much debated topic in medical
and scientific circles.”

The OVERWHELMING majority of physicians and
medical scientists know that the scientific facts show
the benefits of vaccinations over the risks. With over
one million medical doctors in the United States, there
are likely not more than one hundred who are part of
the anti-vaxxer movement. That’s a rate of 10,000 to 1.

530 doctors who serve frum communities signed a let-
ter stating, “We, the undersigned Doctors who faith-
fully serve the Orthodox Jewish communities of North
America, strongly urge all members of our community
to receive all recommended VACCINATIONS (www.
drsforvaax.org). This list represents an enormous base
of medical knowledge and experience including many
G-d fearing frum Jews who care about you.

Of the minuscule number of physicians who are against
vaccinations, some have lost their licenses to practice
medicine, committed fraud, or practice unproven
and unfounded methods while taking payments from
patients.

. Rabbinical Letters - “..the individual who has done
his research has the obligation to act according to his
knowledge (regarding whether or not to vaccinate).”

Individuals who do not have medical scientific train-
ing do not know the fundamental foundations of med-
ical science to determine truth from falsehood. That is

16 » Gedolim Letters on Vaccinations // June 2019

how they fall prey to the manipulations of anti-vaxx-
ers. I will now teach this to you.

The foundation of medical science is statistics. Here is
an illustration.

I tell you that a coin has either heads and tails or both
heads. I also tell you that Leah Dina flipped the coin
16 times and they were all heads. Simma Blima flipped
the coin 16 times and they were all heads. So clearly
the coin has two heads and no tail, right?

Wrong. The correct answer is that we don’t know for
the following reasons.

First, if the coin was flipped 16 times by both Leah Dina
and Simma Blima, both times giving 16 heads, then
statistics uses mathematical calculations to show the
chance that the coin has only heads is very high. But
if the 16 flips were repeated a million times, then there
will be some cases of all heads, some cases of all tails,
and most cases of mixes of heads and tails. As a matter
of fact, if the coin is flipped 16 times by a million people
then statistically there will be about 15 cases of all heads
for all 16 flips. But there will be 15 cases of all tails too.
Medical science analyzes facts by the statistical chance
that the results are true and not random.

When someone tries to convince you that the coin
has only heads, by telling you that Leah Dina and
Simma Blima only got heads when they flipped the
coin 16 times, then we are discussing the second pil-
lar of medical science and statistics, the integrity of
the data. Why did the reporter only tell you that Leah
Dina and Simma Blima got these results and not tell
you how many people had to flip the coin 16 times
to get these two results? And how do we know that
Leah Dina and Simma Blima even flipped the coin or
that they even exist? Who is checking the integrity of
the data?

This leads to the next foundational concept of med-
ical science — who is trying to “shlug up” the results
which is called peer review. Medical scientific studies
are reviewed, criticized for potential weaknesses, and

Continued on Page 18




OV'XRI'OZNRI1 JAVEZR TRAW! *717A |19 11"

VRY TR HYN PR LDIWOPYN-VIR YT 1D DYRRDIDNRD
JOPIIR ORT IR PIYHONR

TIPIORD .OPMVDTORVD PR DIPYTD PWIIRITYA NID TIOY YT
Sawra R rR

AR YT IPTR VR PAOA R P1A JONT MR T IR T INT TR
TR .OVP 18 PIVT YT WIR ST R 12 IR ARP R 1D
TROPT PALA YT IPIRNPI ORI APT ARD IR IR VT AN
ORI KM RAD LORP R PUPI DY DR HRAYOR IR ORN
IV HRAYOHR WIPT 1 IR ORA [RIPT YAOA T 1EIRNPI TIN
ORI PO IWT IR 7IRID LIV DRT RN LARP R IR

2P0™M ,ARD R JOMT YT IR

,OW1 JO™11 0 IR PR IPADIY PRV WT L0 DY
.20 PTIPIOR T 1

DRI [RIPT IRNP3 [DIRNPA TR PAVA WT IR ,0IPOWIY
TRIPT NP3 HRA YT NR L RMHA RO PR AT ARD T
PWIORNYORA 1213 DP*ODORVD T VIV IRT ,ARP R I8N
™52 VRA PO T IR\ JOIRW T 1171 1® DYRRITPORD
VMMPFIPIR TTONA DY AR AR I W PR DYp
T OPN IRT ,PI0N 1T HRA 1RIPT 1R DRT HRA INDM R
“pHYa PHVY ,ARP T 1N 1OYN YOR ORN WHYa yahoy
ORN WHYE DIYLVOIWN PR ST T M Hyn POR oxn
IR L,OPRE PR DTN IR YR N WY R T YN OY
IR R TNT ORM [RIPT R IRV [DIRNPI PR PAON T
J¥EID 7P T VYN DPYVDTORLD T VMY IRT L,jWOIPN
™7 110 D71 1AMR 1HRD DY VYN DR RIPT YHR ORN PHYa
VYN DY ORN PHYa I T IR VYN DY WAR ,ORP
PYIRTYN 5Ton T 1o 071 1aMR HRD HRN ROYT YHR
PWIODORDD T TN JOPRD T TITHRIN VIO DO

Sxoepa LW IR RN PIVT TORLINYT 7T IR DINY

ORI PADA IWT IR PORIPIR IR VT OPAD WIR PN
RO IR RIT ARD IR PRI 0N LARP R 18 MmO mba
T IDIRNPA JART MT PN ARP T P Mba arn 8oha
18 5 PUINR T W R TR PMP IRT O8N 2y yavn
MW’ "7 PR DRT IR ,P"ODORVD IR DIPTD PWIRTTIN
DRN ORT M52 UHPIPT TP ORI DRIIRD .ROKRT ™7 118
PR JORVIMPT T PMIPRI JARA KD RO IR RIT AR
IDIRNYI JARD JWOIPA PIWTIR Dam vHepT v T
PR PTORVINYT POWITAYI MIPRI IR DRA 12IYT Pa0N T
AR 8 RO IR RIT ARD IR PN 70MNIRT 10 5502
YT D IWY 0T TRI VM3 PN PYavn T R 1aR

PYIRRNAINDOIN

VAYRINP PORVIPINTING VIATIVIP DIR TR VIIPID ORT
YT OPYIRIRAR DIANA W - DIYTD YWIRTTIYN 1D

19 U 97K JNRYIIND

OVIXRI'OZNRN AV ZRAV "Z1ITA I "1 .« 17

UV'XNRI'OiZR1 JAV{i7UIR 01317 13 11"173 .R

0937 P19 12 PP OIRAIRG LW PR DN TR O M
RT R PAR PR DY LOTPOPRN WN OWI ORT 0 IR
TNT JTIWPIIPONR PR DY IR O ORI DR, TN
18 570 Pups PR DRN 0U37 YA PIvop R o o R
1R UMD LRI ORN LPRKRpHARa PEACH porig 7
VYA PIT ORN WP [OOWOMR 1B DYIW J0HRMNOR
IR YT 71D IIRDMIR PR MW PTIPIOR 0T L0TIOPRN
DN TR LVAOYOW PP 0ITVIIYIAYT DRI A
0737 "7 ORI PRRAIROPR HDAR HYLWIRD VNIWT
JTIWPIIYONNR JARA T PN ORAYI VW THOIMWINY (AR

QAT

Vi7" IR U'aYIYyl *T” VAW 11"13 YT .3

'R UT'URIYT IROR 'K VIXRI'OZRN T 19
YWIITUIVTO IR YWIIXTTYA 13 VAR T
“[Jvivaopy]

PYITPRTYIN IR DNOPRT T ND PPN YTIVIMIPDIR 0T
TORPIPI T PN TOPRD PWIDNOIPID T IR JOTN JODVIYID
R OPIR T WML 11D YPTT 0T M PN PRRIDPRN 119
JORLY POPIPRIRG T PR DOPRT PRIRTIN 1RON
119 5™ R [PIPT ORI VIPTIN R M PN IRAIRD LYW PR
IO (VR 13V DIVR TR DRT AIIPNRA “IPOPYN W0IR’ T

APYVIVIVI YIATID YW T ITTRA ORI DMIOPRT 530
TR LTIYATIY a0 RO JWPIIPONR  JaARD
TOTHIY PTIRI ORN DIOPRT  PIVIWPIIPONR
DPTIDNAR VAIRI NA TVUPARD YWITR-WIDPRTIRVIN
TWIMKR PO DTYAAYA YOR IWTIRDANKR  PIRVY 0
DYRRIDPRN POVTIVARPYI POR [WRIPRI 1R TOIPARD
vrowIayt yooy  WwT  (www.drsforvaax.org)
LDMNVPRT PIVIRDIY PR POTIZ 1A VTN PITI R
™ORN L,OMIVPRT YA Yy TROR DIIYIWAITIN

PR IRD TR YOR

,DVRRIDPRIYPVIR [PIPTORN D NOPRT YOI YR T8
DIYO™H TP IIMDIND PIW (AR DR HM0 R IRAIND PR
IR IPWOYD IPAIRIRD PIPT IRDPRT [PRVPRID 1®

JOPIINR T IND LIRENA PHYI (IYWa 3117300

1fMUYA UNRi1 ORN YT ..." 102" 11" YT .A

ORI VM7 J1U 1X 31T VT UK ,UVIIR WIRS
11O RN R T OV 7RT] ATV TR VO™ TV

“[lvwn TR
,DIVMD PWIIRITYN IRD DIIPIV0 LW [PIPT ORN JWOIYN
IR W DIPTD PWIWRTTYN 11D MTIDY T LW o™
TR PRV T HRD MR IR LRIPOA PV T JARADTIN



Gedolim Letters
Against Vaccinations

Continued from page 16

subject to comparisons to other independent research-
ers conducting similar studies to see if the results can
be reproduced or if they were random or fabricated.

The last concept for medical studies is study design or
methods. For example, if you want to study the con-
nection between eating chocolate cake and heart attack
then you can ask everyone who had a heart attack if
they ever ate chocolate cake. You will likely find that
100% of heart attack victims ate chocolate cake. But
peer review will reject that study design saying that
you have a slanted choice of subjects and instead you
need to study thousands of people who have eaten
chocolate cake and find out how many of them had or
didn’t have heart attacks.

I know from my discussion with the leader of this let-
ter that he does not know what statistics are, he does
not know about data integrity, he never heard of peer
review, he never heard of study design, and he does not
know the difference between being told a story about a
vaccination event versus a controlled, statistically ana-
lyzed, peer reviewed, factual clinical trial.

The bottom line is that individuals without medical sci-
entific training, such as the training that physicians and
medical scientists get and use throughout their careers,
are not qualified to analyze the data and make their
own conclusions.

This is another example of the Torah’s eternal wisdom
in instructing us, Halachically, to follow the advice of
the majority of doctors which in the case of vaccina-
tions is the OVERWHELMING majority of doctors
telling us to vaccinate.

The anti-vaxxer claims regarding autism perfect-
ly demonstrate how the Torah’s instruction to follow
the overwhelming majority of medical doctors shines
true 3500 years after Hashem gave it on Har Sinai.
Anti-vaxxers spook, manipulate, and scare people by
falsely stating a link between vaccinations and autism
from a medical “research” study using data that was re-
vealed to be falsified by a doctor who was later stripped
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of his medical license. He claimed to see the pattern
in a small group of 12 people without statistical sig-
nificance and without data integrity. In 2015, a peer
reviewed study of 95,000 children showed that the
MMR vaccine was associated with a LOWER RATE
OF AUTISM than unvaccinated children. This study
was published in the Journal of the American Medical
Association. The statistics were not strong enough to
claim that the MMR vaccine protected against autism
but the statistics clearly showed that the MMR vaccine
does not cause autism. So if an anti-vaxxer is still try-
ing to spook you, then you should doubt that person’s
trustworthiness.

. Rabbinical Letters — Parents should not vaccinate

their children if the children are “...sensitive to
vaccines.”

The word “sensitive” has a wide variety of meanings in
medical terms. Some redness, swelling, or soreness at
the injection site is normal. These “sensitive” patients
should get vaccinated. Since Halachically we need to
follow the advice of the overwhelming majority of
physicians, and the degree of sensitivity to vaccines is a
matter of already-determined medical science, doctors
should make that choice or give the range of options to
the parent.

. Rabbinical Letters - “...the risk that the unvaccinat-

ed children are posing to the public is statistically
so small that it is not the duty of a 'na pnxn to worry
about it”. “The medical establishment, too, is of the
opinion that this risk is insignificant”.

Thelakewoodscoop.com published videos of me warning
about the dangers of an infectious outbreak months be-
fore the first in the recent series of endemic outbreaks.
I did these videos at the behest of two frum Lakewood
pediatricians who said that they were seeing increasing
numbers of unvaccinated children which concerned
them that we were setting up the conditions for an ep-
idemic. Apparently, we should have worried about it. I
don’t know who told these rabbis that the public risk is
“..statistically so small...” that we don’t have “..to wor-
ry about it,” but clearly these rabbis were misled. The
result of the frum communities’ measles outbreaks has
been a massive, widespread Chillul Hashem (the topic
of a future publication in this series) including sever-
al deaths and others in intensive care units with likely
permanent neurological damage.
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Senseless! Heartless! Torah-less and Reckless

rthodox Jewry in general, and

Williamsburg in particular,

found themselves this week in

the media due to the measles
outbreak that is spreading the most among
observant Jews.

The City, doctors, community leaders
and the yeshivas are appealing for weeks
and months to stop the foolishness that
penetrated to a small percentage of
observant Jews not to vaccinate their
children which led to the spread of the
measles outbreak. Our publication devoted
many pages during the past months for
reports and announcements regarding the
danger of measles and the importance to
vaccinate.

Yet, a small number of stubborn parents
still know better.

We are not doctors; we haven’t studied
medicine or statistics like those geniuses
warning you about the vaccines. But we
do know whom we trust when there is a
serious health issue.

When there is an emergency, one rushes
to call Hatzalah.

When there are doubts if to fast on Yom
Kippur, one asks a regular doctor — not one
who may have good advice on diets.

When it’s time to decide if to have a
serious surgery, you don’t turn to hotlines,
but you go to a conventional doctor.

When you need a referral to a good
doctor for a serious health problem you
don’t stand at the bust stop to find a good
address, but you call those devoted rabbis
who understand medical matters or the
recognized medical referral agencies.

All of them say that one must vaccinate.

How can one doubt whom to listen to?!

Senseless!

We are obliged “Venishmartem Meod
L’nafshoseichem,” and if the recognized
experts are telling us to vaccinate, then we
must do it.

his week we heard some saying
that their child had ‘measles’ and
it’s wonderful.

It’s silly to even respond. No one
denies that most people recover from it, but
close to one-in-ten are hospitalized, many of
them are developing pneumonias, and during
the current outbreak five patients in New York
were admitted to the Intensive Care Unit.
Hashem shall protect them they should come
out healthy. The infection can — Go-d forbid
— result in the worst, swelling of the brain
and more real serious complications. Is a Jew
permitted to take the risk because it worked
out?!

Much more than that, it is obvious that for
cancer patients undergoing treatments, or for
other people struggling with health issues,
this is really dangerous.

We heard an argument from the group that
those who are in danger, they should watch
themselves. Let the unhealthy children stay
home.

Is it possible that we hear such an argument
from a Jew?

This is brutal, heartless!

They want that kids who have to go for
treatments, or are hospitalized for other
reasons, and yearn to meet their friend and
also to be in cheder, they should stay home
because others have baseless myths against
vaccinating.

Where is the heart to harm sick Jews? How
can one endanger others due to fantasies?

If you believe in those myths, if you want to
revert to hundred years ago when they weren’t
vaccinating, also keep your children home as
it was the norm a century ago, and don’t make
life more difficult for those suffering enough.

inally, if someone still doubts if
the anti-vaccinate movement has
anything to do with Judaism or
sanity, they only have to analyze

how this group fights for their cause.
When the Department of Health ordered

that unvaccinated children shouldn’t
attend school, they fought tooth-and-
nail, as if keeping a healthy child home
until the outbreak ends is the end-of-
the-world. Their stubborn fight, caused
the infection to spread even more, and
that the city should come down far
harder, and now they struggle already
with this exclusion for months, instead
of weeks. In other neighborhoods, the
outbreak is over already, but due to their
stubbornness they suffer.

Due to their relentless fight, the
city now mandated that everyone in
Williamsburg has to vaccinate.

Due their fight, there is now a bill in
Albany to prohibit the use of religion as
an excuse not to vaccinate. Should this
pass, parents will have no choice but
to give their children all vaccines — not
only now, but forever, going forward.

Due to this fight, even those with
legitimate health exemption have to
keep their children home.

The small group of anti-vaxers spoke
to the press and tarnished the image
of observant Jews, as if we can’t be
trusted to make the right choices for our
children, and as if we spread infections.

We heard of instances in certain areas
where people warn to distance from
Jews to avoid infections. It reminds
of medieval libels that Jews are
causing plagues which led to horrible
antisemitism. This may, Go-d forbid,
start a fire of hatred to Jews.

Their entire fight is conducted in a
short-sighted non-Jewish manner, which
only harmed their interests and brought
aterrible defamation of Hashem’s name,
and plays in to the hands of those who
want to destroy the independence of our
yeshivas.

What else has to happen they should
realize that this is the wrong path?

*
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April 10,2019 o For Immediate Release « Contact: Rabbi Mendy Mirocznik

Vaecination is Pikuach Nefesh

By: Rabbi Dr. Aaron Glatt, Director, Halachah & Medicine Commission, Rabbinical Alliance of America/Igud HaRabbonim

ti-vaxxers” living in our heimishe communities. While I am not

questioning their love for their children, they are making a tre-
mendous chillul Hashem and putting all Jews at great risk, both from
measles, and rachmana leztlan, anti-semitism. I plead that everyone read
this critically important pikuach nefashos article.

There is a small, yet very vocal and influential group of “an-

All the cases of measles identified so far in this very large, ongoing out-
break are traceable to our communities in Eretz Yisroel, Europe, New York,
New Jersey, Michigan and elsewhere. This has made countless headlines in
the medical and secular press, all revolving around Orthodox / Ultra-Or-
thodox Jews spreading disease. Imagine what the headlines were in the
Dark Ages regarding the Jews and Black Plague. Hashem yerachem.

All the cases are directly related to heimishe unvaccinated persons — not
housekeepers, janitors, nor other people from outside our community, as
has been incorrectly suggested.

There is absolutely no one who disagrees with the psak that a parent must
remove his or her child to safety when danger is present. Indeed, this psak
serves, in part, as the basis for the ruling of HaRav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv,
zt”], that providing normal childhood vaccinations is a parental obligation.

HaRav Asher Weiss, shlita, poseik for Shaare Zedek Hospital, maintains
that it is a mitzvah and chiyuv to get vaccinated. HaRav Weiss further
states that yeshivas have the right — and even the obligation - to protect
students and refuse admission to unvaccinated children. HaRav Yitz-
chok Zilberstein, shlita, and HaRav Elyashiv have ruled that parents may
insist that unvaccinated children be excluded from class so that their
children are not put at unnecessary risk.

HaRav Moshe Shternbuch, shlita, head of the Eidah HaCharedis in Eretz
Yisroel, has written an extensive teshuva stating exactly the same psak.

Almost all other gedolei Yisroel — including HaRav Shlomo Zalman Au-
erbach, zt”l, HaRav Yehoshua Neuwirth, zt”, and, yibadeil bein chayim
lechayim, HaRav Elya Brudny, HaRav J. David Bleich, HaRav Reuven
Feinstein, HaRav Hershel Schachter, and HaRav Mordechai Willig, shi-
ita — have all ruled that there is no basis in halacha for suggesting that
vaccinations be avoided. All strongly require children in our outbreak
setting to be vaccinated immediately.

It is downright dishonest to officially attest that Jewish law forbids vacci-
nation, which is the only way to avoid mandatory state vaccination laws in
NY and NJ. No poseik ever has stated that vaccination is against Jewish law.

It is ignorant to state that vaccinations contain non-kosher materials and
are therefore assur (forbidden). All the great poskim permit porcine (pig)
valves for people with heart disease, and pig or non-kosher beef insulin
to be used by diabetics.

The MMR has been conclusively shown in numerous, carefully-done
scientific studies in millions of patients to be absolutely unrelated to
autism. Indeed, the most recent study looking at over 600,000 children
followed for years demonstrated that autism was actually less common
in vaccinated children.
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These are just three examples of misinformation provided by Orthodox
anti-vaxxers.

Why do we let such incorrect non-halachic, non-scientific positions to
be the cause of a huge chillul Hashem?

Why are people not following the medical experts as halacha requires?
Why are precious children unnecessarily exposed to lethal illnesses?
How could we cause “Orthodox Jews Cause Disease” to be the lead story
on major print and other news media? Why are health departments and
governments in our “medina shel chessed” talking about fining Jews and
closing Yeshivas? Why are non-Jews afraid to sit next to us on trains or
go to our stores?

Why have hundreds of unvaccinated Jewish children in the U.S., and
thousands more in Israel, contracted measles, a potentially fatal disease?
Two have tragically died in Israel, with many more hospitalized. Are we
living in the 1950s?

In my humble opinion - as a community rav and board-certified infec-
tious diseases physician - it is because we somehow have forgotten basic
halacha.

Halacha states that if a dispute exists on whether a patient should eat on
Yom Kippur, or if Shabbos desecration is necessary to save a life, we must
follow the most competent and/or majority of expert physicians.

On the question of vaccinating children against the major vaccine-pre-
ventable illnesses, both the most competent and the majority of experts
hold the same view.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the World Health Or-
ganization, the Infectious Diseases Society of America, all 50 State De-
partments of Health in the U.S,, the Pediatric Infectious Disease Society,
the American College of Physicians, plus every other major professional
infection control organization in the world are unanimous in their opin-
ion. “Leis man depalig” No expert organization disagrees.

The evidence is overwhelming that vaccination is the only way to control
these preventable fatal diseases. Bthasdei Hashem, no one dies anymore
of smallpox; polio is almost wiped out. Why? Solely because of very suc-
cessful vaccination programs. Rachmana liztlan, why should anyone in
5779 die from measles?

Imagine if parents were to insist their child come to school armed with
a revolver. Would even the most ardent gun rights activist defend them?
Of course not. So why are we letting children come to our shuls, schools,
and camps spreading serious potentially life-threatening illness that could
have been prevented by vaccination?

We are living in very scary times, replete with anti-Semitism, chillul
Hashem, and fatal contagious illnesses. I feel compelled to publicly
speak out (again) against “vaccination” hesitancy, and the grossly in-
accurate halachic and medical misinformation being publicized by
well-meaning but totally ignorant Orthodox Jewish anti-vaxxers. It's a
matter of pikuach nefesh.
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